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The Dominican Republic and the United States:
A relationship beyond tourism

The Dominican Republic is proud to present a brief summary that illustrates the long 
and strong relationship with the United States, seen from the tourism perspective, but 

encompassing the investment and partnership opportunities that have yet to be 
exploited.

The figures that will be presented below reflect the main tourism statistics such as 
tourist arrivals from the United States, their average stay, main ports of departure from 
the United States, main reason for travel, characteristics of American tourists, and air 

traffic among our countries, as well as figures on trade and investment.

We hope to continue strengthening our relationship in the future, a relationship 
beyond tourism.
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1.226.367
1.286.161

1.456.671
1.587.404

1.784.486

2.001.909
2.085.186 2.073.963

2.237.519

2.030.257

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
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Tourist 
arrivals from 

USA to DOM
35% 35%

37%

39%
40%

41%
41%

39%
40%

38%

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

USA as % of total arrivals
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Tourist 
arrivals by 
airport
from USA to DOM

Punta Cana 64%

Las Américas 20%

Cibao 9%

Puerto Plata 7%

La Romana 0.4%

2019
48%

53% 55%
60% 63%

68% 70% 69% 69%
64%

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Punta Cana Others

% of total arrivals
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Friends and related 39,2

Friends and related 68,7

Friends and related 89,7

Agencies; 27,9

Agencies; 82,1

Agencies; 57,5

Internet 18,2

Internet 23

Punta Cana

Las Américas

El Cibao

Puerto Plata

El Catey

How did American tourists know about Dominican Republic

(2019, % of answers)

Friends and related Agencies Internet Tour operator Others
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Punta Cana Las
Américas

El Cibao Puerto
Plata

La Isabela La Romana

Length of stay 
2021, Jan-Apr
USA
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2021 (January-April) Arrivals % of total USA
Miami International Airport 21,724 17%
Newark Liberty International Airport 16,840 13%
John F Kennedy International Airport 16,288 12%
Charlotte / Douglas International Airport 14,628 11%
O'Hare International Airport 12,369 9%
Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport 10,619 8%
Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport 5,800 4%
Minneapolis St Paul International Airport 5,179 4%
Philadelphia International Airport 4,159 3%
Baltimore - Washington International Thurgood Marshall 
Airport

3,932 3%

Washington Dulles International Airport 3,594 3%
Luiz Munoz Marin International Airport 2,709 2%
Logan International Airport 2,202 2%
Others 11,525 9%

Main points of exit from USA
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Main purpose of trip
2019
USA tourists in DOM

Friends and related; 54% Vacation; 40%

Vacation; 97%

Vacation; 100%

Vacation; 100%

Vacation; 88%

Vacation; 100%

Vacation; 100%

Cibao

El Catey

La Isabela

La Romana

Las Américas

Puerto Plata

Punta Cana

Friends and related Conferende Studies Business Other Vacation
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Tourist arrivals 
by segment
From USA to DOM
% of total
2021

Millenials 36%

> 75

Baby boomers

Generación Alfa

Generación X

Generación Z

Millenials

Solo
39%

Family Solo Couples
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Air traffic
From USA to DOM

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Cities 122 132 147 138 145

Airlines 149 167 167 176 175

Routes 220 276 296 290 310

Flights 23,710 23,674 23,614 25,084 28,030

8.948

4.895

4.404

3.068

1.477

1.396

797

654

615

1.776

Jetblue

American Airlines, Inc.

Delta Airlines

United Air Lines Inc.

Spirit Airlines, Inc.

Southwest Airlines Co, San Ant

Frontier Airlines, Inc.

Swift Air, Llc.

Vrg Lineas Aereas, S.A/ Gol

Others

Flights by airline
2019
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6.340

528

559

605

664

683

714

722

792

830

851

887

1.238

1.339

1.385

1.546

2.008

3.036

3.303

Routes with <500 flights

Miami-Florida-Puerto Plata

Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood-Del Cibao

Boston-Massachusetts-Las Américas, JFPG

Chicago-O'Hare-Punta Cana

Filadelfia-Pensilvania-Punta Cana

Charlotte-Punta Cana

Orlando-Florida-Las Américas, JFPG

Newark-Punta Cana

Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood-Las Américas, JFPG

Newark-Del Cibao

Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood-Punta Cana

Atlanta -Punta Cana

Miami-Florida-Punta Cana

New York-Punta Cana

Newark-Las Américas, JFPG

Miami-Florida-Las Américas, JFPG

New York-Las Américas, JFPG

New York-Del Cibao

Main routes
2019 USA-DOM

F

O

T
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Trade

Between DOM and 
USA
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3.992 3.969 4.096 4.195
4.685

5.114

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

(US$ millions)

6.629 6.778 7.156
7.632

8.671 8.538

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

44%

46%

48%

50%

52%

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
34%

36%

38%

40%

42%

44%

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Exports from DOM to USA
(% of total)

Imports from USA to DOM
(% of total)
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Top trade 
products 
2019 Exports

From 
DOM 

to USA

Imports
From USA to 

DOM

US$ MM % of world

Petroleum 1,505 66%

Motor vehicles for tourism 413 47%

Crude petroleum 394 72%

Jewelry 350 80%

Petroleum gas and other 
gaseous hydrocarbons

300 51%

US$ MM % of world

Cigars, cigarettes and tobacco 730 91%

Devices for electrical circuits 684 92%

Medicine instruments 573 66%

Jewelry 427 99%

Pharmaceutical preparations 328 73%
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Foreign Direct 
Investment and 

Remittances
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2 2 2 2 

1 1 1 1 1 1 

2 2 

3 3 3 3 3 3 

5 5 5 

4 4 4 4 4 4 

5 5 5 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Main Foreign Direct Investors in Dominican Republic

(Stock, rank, top sources)

United States Canada Brasil Spain Mexico
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321

405
356

732 709

937

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Foreign Direct Investment in DOM
(Flows from USA, US$ MM)

2.928
3.528 3.703

4.161

5.027
5.431

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Remittances sent to DOM
(From USA, US$ MM)

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Flows of FDI to DOM

(From USA as % of total)

50%

60%

70%

80%

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Remittances

(USA as % of total)
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